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On the Value of “Striving for Perfection” from the Great Learning
SUN De-yu
(College o f Education Science, Anhui Normal University , Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: “Striving for perfection” from one of the Confucian classics, the Great Learn-
ing, is not only the highest personality ideal, but also the ultimate goal for striving for excel-
lence. It implies profound value. The cultivation realm of “striving for perfection”is the life
aim, as well as the standard of moral significance and the value of life; the personality realm
of “striving for perfection” highlights the consciousness and practice spirit of the subjective;
the cultivation goal of “striving for perfection” isn’t a castle in the air, but the model. For
hundreds of years, these classic thoughts have been given the rational direction to strive for
perfection, and their contemporary significance and universal values are becoming increasing-
ly critical.
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